EPIDEMICS — CHOLERA   AND   MALARIA
our nearest branch went once a day to see patients. This
dark and inadequate little place had become, within a few
days, the centre of a population where malaria was rampant.
It was obvious that one doctor could not do the work, as
well as looking after his own hospital. So we sent down
an extra dispenser, and for several days I worked there
myself, together with the Indian doctor.
We saw over three hundred cases a day, and treated them
with quinine if they could take it, otherwise with atebrin
musonat, which is an injectable drug, of good temporary
effect. This latter was given us by its manufacturers to be
tried out by experiment, and proved to be of value in a
certain type of case. Every day, hundreds of patients
came ; and a lot more, lying delirious and feverish on the
mud floors of their little, damp huts, had sent a child or a
relation to fetch the quinine for them. Quinine mixtures
of various sorts flowed like a stream out of that little dis-
pensary, and must have brought health to thousands of
people who otherwise had no help. The Government
hospitals near the affected area were working hard as weEf
and our little temporary house dealt with over twenty-six
thousand cases in a few months. One after another the
medical men contracted malaria, carrying on their work in
spite of feyer. I got it myself, and did the same, so I can
sympathize with them. We had to change the medical
men every month to avoid overstrain, and I must say that
they carried on magnificently in a truly unselfish and
Christian service.
Anyone who sits for ten hours a day in a small and poky
little house, seeing patients as hard as he can, one after
another, in a hot, damp climate, streaming with sweat,
surrounded by hundreds of clamouring villagers, each of
whom wants his turn to come first, deserves our respect.
Two or three of the Indian doctors did this every day for a
month, themselves feverish with malaria for part of the
time. Each week-end, Harlow and some of the orderlies
would go down there and give a hand. Beside the centre
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